RECOLLECTION AND RECOVERY
of the war books. It is, rather, in the moving pages of
Hans Carossa's unheroic yet resolute Rumanisches
Tagebuch (1924), in the volume of Kriegsbriefe gefall-
ener Studenten (1928), in Ludwig Renn's documen-
tary Krieg (1928), in Rudolf G. Binding's disciplined
Am dem Kriege (1925), in Sigmund Graff and Carl
Hintze's popular play, Die endlose Strasse (1929), in
Joachim von der Goltz's Der Bamn von Clery (1934),
and in the sharply realistic and detached work of Joseph
Magnus Wehner (b. 1891), Edwin Erich Dwinger
(b. 1898), and especially Ernst Jiinger (b. 1895) that
there emerges a poetic sensibility which far transcends
the obvious subject matter of the war and leads away
from mere optimistic or pessimistic speculation di-
rectly into the stern idiom of what contemporary
German critics sometimes broadly call existential is-
sues. None of these writers is in any sense romantic;
their works demonstrate, on the contrary, the enor-
mously important discovery that the technological and
social changes of the last century have not decreased the
perennial threat with which irrational forces confront
the unstable life of man, and that only the constant and
total exercise of all human virtues, physical as well as
moral and intellectual, will establish the vital harmony
that can and must sustain a culture.

This sense of a perpetual and fearful elemental
fascination is one of the most conspicuous qualities of
Ernst Jiinger's work. His experience as an officer in the
First World War supplied the substance and material
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